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THE PIPING PONY 

Investigation: 

The goal of my Personal Project was "To investigate the history of the Kulin Tin Horse 
Highway and then weld and create my own tin horse sculpture to erect on the 
highway". I come from a small country town located east of Perth called Kulin. Every 
year my town hosts a big tourist attraction known as the Kulin Bush Races. The Kulin 
Bush Races began on a local's farm, and 3 years later a tin horse was created to help 
support the annual event. The horses are placed on the 1 Skm stretch of road to the 
property where the Races are held. The following year and 20years after that, these tin 
horses made from recycled metal are still being created, to help captivate another side 
of the wheatbelt community. 

I was inspired to complete this project as I have an interest in the tin horses and the 
Kulin Bush Races. The Kulin Bush Races have always been a huge part of my life, 
having both my parents largely involved in it each year. My dad has previously created 
a tin horse and I have always wanted to design and create my own sculpture and I saw 
this as my opportunity. 

I considered this to be a highly challenging goal that had many aspects, which required 
me to learn many knew skills in order to complete. I had to design a tin horse as well as 
search the farm for old recycled materials that would be suitab!e for my design. 
Furthermore I only knew the basic history of Kulin Tin Horse Highway and had never 
learnt to weld before. I knew I would have to conduct interviews to gather my research, 
as there isn't much information on the Internet. Therefore I would also need to learn 
how to correctly conduct an interview. 

The Global Context for my personal project was Personal and Cultural expression. This 
looks at my appreciation for the aesthetic. This connects to my goal, as my product has 
to appeal to the community and fit in with the already existing sculptures. I needed to 
look closely at what would appeal to my community and blend my product in with this 
idea. I choose this context, as I wanted to bring together the culture of my school and 
my hometown, as well express myself within the sculpture. 

My project had two main aspects welding and the history of the Tin Horse Highway. I 
had restricted knowledge on both of these topics. I knew that the tin horses were 
created to add another dimension to the Kulin Bush Races but I didn't know how or 
when it began. I also knew they were created mainly by local farmers from scrap 
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THE PIPING PONY 

The last essential thing I needed to learn was welding. I researched this from multiple 
sources including information from websites and got help from an experienced 
professional. My father helped me gain the basic understanding of welding so I could 
implement these skills into my project. Dad began welding at the age of 16 and is very 
experienced. He advised me to use MIG welding as it was most suited to my old rusty 
materials and was available to me on the farm. 
To strengthen my newly taught skills, I used websites to reinforce what he had taught 
me. The most useful site was Go Welding. This site explained different techniques of 
welding and reinforced to me that MIG welding was my best option. I believed this to 
be a credible site as there are links to TAFE Courses Australia. The website explained 
how MIG welding works and stated "The skill level needed compared to other welding 
processes makes it easy". (What is MIG Welding? n.d.) This reassured me that I would 
be able to efficiently used MIG welding easily with the help of dad. 
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Taking Action 

Reflecting on my finished product, I can conclude that the project is _of an excellent and 
high standard. I achieved the goal to an excellent standard because I completed the 
elements of the goal statement. My goal was "To investigate the history of the Kulin 
Bush Races, then weld and create my own Tin Horse to erect on the highway". My 
finished product required me to investigate the Bush Races thoroughly, which I did 
using a range of credible sources. I then created and welded a sculpture, which was of 
a high standard. This is because it was placed on my grandmother's farm on the 
highway. The sculpture was made from recycled materials and can be identified as a 
[school name] bagpiper, which I know as my survey results sate. It is also very 
interesting and captivating, and appeals to various individuals. I have proven that these 
criteria are met as I conducted a survey asking people of their opinions on my sculpture. 
Various amounts of people completed the survey and they all stated that the tin horse 
was very aesthetically pleasing. They couldn't identify that the metal was recycled as I 
had polished and painted at a high level, but it can be proven as the metal has writing 
on it and dents in some areas. The other aspect of my project was when creating the 
product I was very mindful of the cost. I can confidentially say that this was achieved as I 
only purchased the paints and dad already had some of the required colours. 

The global context of my personal project helped me to shape the direction of my final 
product and helped me explored my appreciation of the aesthetic. I lea mt that I had to 
be aware of my environment, of the other sculpture, in the creative process and I had to 
included this is my design (See appendix 5). So the global context shaped the actual 
design and the finished product. From what I explored in that context I was encouraged 
to look at features such as the appearance and the aesthetic pleasure it provided. The 
main feature I focussed on to achieve this were: the colour, size, detail and the type of 
metal. During the creation of my product I altered my sculpture to better suit my global 
context, by expressing myself through my product to create a sculpture, unlike any 
other. 

Thinking skills, helped to be able to critically evaluate sources of information. To do this I 
learned that looking at the credibility and reliability of information was vital. Credibility is 
the author's qualification and experience. This allowed me to use high quality resources 
such as interviews, websites and books, which gave me the best information possible. 
Reliability is how good the information is in terms of accuracy, 
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Reflection 

My goal was To investigate the history of the Ku/in Tin Horse Highway and then weld 
and create rriy own tin horse sculpture to erect on the highway. I am very proud of my 
end product, as I believe it is a reflection of who I am and shows what I am capable of. 

To evaluate the success of my product I assessed it against my design specifications. 
My first specification was that the sculpture must be made from recycled materials, and 
be identified as a [school name] bagpiper. This was achieved as I painted the sculpture in 
the school colours, blue, white and green. I created the well­known panama and I also 
painted a version of the school logo on both the panama and the blazer to again show 
that it represents the school (See appendix 7). All of the materials I used were recycled 
from around the farm. This took longer because I needed to remove the rust, to insure it 
was of a high quality. I also believe the recycled materials made it more authentic. I have 
shown my sculpture to various people who have been able to recognise it as a school 
bagpiper 

The sculpture had to be interesting and captivating to appeal to tourists at a high quality. 
By making the sculpture over 2m tall, it is able to stand out from a distance. The colours 
are bright and glossy to increase the visibility of the sculpture and improve the overall 
quality. By using recycled materials, this has added another dimension to my final 
product. For example the bagpipes are made from an old car exhaust, which some 
people will be able to identify and recognise my creativity (See appendix 8). 

I wanted to spend no more than $100 on my product but it still needed to be of a high 
quality. The only cost was for the rust guard and paint as all the materials were recycled 
and found on the farm. The initial purchase of the paint was over $100, however there 
was a large amount of paint left over, which dad will use around the farm. 

The last criterion was harder to evaluate as my sculpture is yet to be placed in its location 
on the Tin Horse Hi�hway. I have chosen a location on my great grandmothers farm, 
which I tested if it was able to meet the criterion. The area it will be placed will have no 
cost to people who wish to stop and take photographs and is easily accessible. 

I used to think that my global context, personal and cultural expression was about 
expressing yourself through creativity and the appreciation of the aesthetic. Now I 
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understand that my global context has more meaning, as it includes both the 
appreciation of the aesthetic but also includes the knowledge I have gained from 
researching the Tin Horse Highway. I also believe that it is about expressing yourself by 
creating a product that represents you and your beliefs. I created a school bag piper as 
I tried to combine both of my communities, the boarding house and school with my 
home on the farm. 

Before beginning my project I used to have many negative thoughts about the task. I 
thought that welding was extremely difficult and required a large amount of skill, 
technique and time. Now I know that with the help of a mentor, it's not as I once 
believed. The construction of the project took less time than I had originally planned, 
however the painting took considerably longer. Welding is quite a simple task that 
doesn't require a large of amount of skill, but patience and time. I used to be really 
afraid of the welder as many sparks would fly off, but I now know with the safety of the 
protective gear you hardly feel anything. From this project I have learnt many new 
things and my original beliefs of this task have changed because of the understanding I 
now have. The new understanding of how much time and effort goes into creating a 
sculpture of this size and quality has made me appreciate the art of welding further. 

During my project I developed as a learner, which helped me to complete my project 
to a higher standard. One key skill I developed was being a risk-taker. This means that I 
was able to approach unfamiliar situations with confidence. I used this skill in many 
situations especially with learning to weld. I am able to use this skill in unfamiliar 
situation in the future including camp. Another key skill was being open-minded. I was 
open to others perspectives and views on my sculpture. I took their advice into 
consideration, as well as altered my product due to my research. I asked a wide variety 
of people during the creation of my product, on their thoughts and considered their 
points and altered my project accordingly. My mum suggested I change the shade of 
brown paint. I respected her point although I didn't like it because it would take more 
time to paint. However the end result was of a higher standard because of the change. 
I was also able to inquire effectively. As I showed an interest in my product and I was 
able to be an active independent leaner. I am able to transfer both the skills I learnt 
from inquiring and open-minded and use them in every assessment during school, by 
believing I can do it and show curiosity in the subject to achieve high levels. 
As a result of the IB learner profile I was able to develop as learner because I was able 
to take risks to improve the quality of my project. I have learnt about myself and I have 
gained new skills and confidence so I can complete any task in the future. 
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Appendix 2: This is the checklist that I created for the design criterion. 

Criteria's Test method Achieved 

Form Can it be identified as a school bag piper? 

Is it made from recycled materials from 
my farm? 

Function Does the sculpture appeal to various 
people and do they enjoy it? 
Is it interesting and captivating to look 
at? 
Will it attract tourists or locaJs along the 
Kulin Bush Races Tin Horse High way? 

User/audie Is the general public of Kulin as well as 

nee tourists able to efficiently and effectively 
access the sculpture with free parking? 

Cost Does the product exceed a total of less 
than or equal to a cost of $100? 

Appendix 3: Results from the survey I conducted to gather results on my 
product. 

Criteria's Test method Beatrice Isla Ms Ms Georgia Tracey Jarron Irene 
Manser Cooke Langdon Andrews Morrell Nob lo Noble Edwards 

Form Can it be identified as a school bag piper? Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Is it made from recycled materials from Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
my farm? 

Function Does the sculpture appeal to various Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
people and do they enjoy it? 
Is it interesting and captivating to look Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
at? 
Will it attract tourists or locals along the Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Kulin Bush Races Tin Horse High way? 
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